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WGK, Inc. 
Join us at….. 

United Church of Christ 

 Portage, MI 

 December 9, 2024 
Bring a dish to pass 

And items for the silent auction 

Proceeds go to support   

WGK, Inc. activities 

 

WGK, Inc. December 2024 

Holiday Silent Auction 

And Party 

potluck 6:30 pm 

Meeting 7:30 pm 

Winners announced after    

meeting 
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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo, Inc.  

October 1, 2024 

 

President’s Letter 

 

Sarah Grant Joriman 
WGK, Inc. President 

And a special welcome and thank you to Daniel 
Martin for taking over the website!!! 

 

The snow arrived just in time for the start of December.  The days 

are getting colder and longer.  I am looking forward to the silent 

auction and the December meeting which will give us all a chance 

to socialize with other guild members which is such an important 

part of being a member of the guild.  Don’t forget to bring you 

items for the silent auction as well as some money to put your bid 

in!  

 

January will be a zoom only program where we will have time to 

share what resources we have found the most useful in your weav-

ing and fiber arts journey.  It’s a great way to learn from the mem-

bers in the guild.    

 

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season!  
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2024-2025 Officers and  

Committee Chairs 

President –  Sarah Grant Joriman 
Vice President –   Penny Marsh 
Secretary – Bev Zalewski 
Treasurer – Shari Glaser 
Education – Karen VanderWeele 
Program-Penny Marsh  
Workshop Coordinator – Penny Marsh   
Shuttle Editor – Ann Niemi 
Webmaster— Daniel Martin 
Yearbook Editor –  Terri Feldt and Karen Lason 
Yearbook Fabric – Terri Feldt 
Service Bureau Coordinator – Karen & Kal 
VanderWeele 
Librarian/Storage – Kristi Chapman  
Membership – Shari Glaser 
Mentor Program— available 
Newcomers/Welcoming – Terri Feldt  
Photographer – Linda Innes  
Historian/Archivist – open 
Hospitality Chair –  Becky Stremler  
Equipment Storage/Rental– Julie Burkey,  
weaving, Karen VanderWeele spinning  
Arts Council Rep – Judith Jones 
MLH Rep – Nancy Reile 

Study Group News 
For more information, contact the study group 

leader. Karen VanderWeele. 
 

Little Looms Study Group - Leaders Shari 
Glaser and Elspeth Inglis . This group explores all aspects 

of small portable looms and methods of weaving and braiding. 

This includes rigid heddle, tablet weaving, inkle, tape looms, 

peg looms, pin looms, kumihumo and more. 

We meet monthly at various times and welcome newbies, ex-

perts and everyone in between! 

 

Four Harness – 4Harness - Study leader, Judith 

Jones.   Meets monthly each  2nd Thursday, monthly at 

9:30am.  Location: via zoom or Parkview Clubhouse. 

 

Triangular Weaving and CSW 

This study group also didn't meet during " in person " 
meeting challenge. Participants met to learn and share 
knowledge of continuous strand weaving. Our guild has 
two looms available for rent to members. Please contact 
Karen VanderWeele, Education chair to express interest 
in planning for future meetings. 
 
 

Multi-Harness—Marta Williams, leader 
Meets by Zoom at 1 PM on the third Wednesday of 
each month.  Topic for the 2024-25 year is Tied Unit 
Weaves.  
Warped women 
 
 

Spinners on Wheels will meet on 
Wednesdays from 10 to 2 at the Parkview  Club 

house. Bring a lunch.  .Any questions I can be reached 

at karenvanderweele@gmail.com. 

 
 

SPIN 2 Weave  Spin 2 Weave has chosen a project.  

The project is a scarf/shawl ranging from 6” to 24” width. 
Deadline t participate is January 15, 2025.  Terri Feldt 
tcfeldt@bloomingdalecom.net 

 

***Membership is required to join a Study 

Group.  Study Groups offer a richer opportunity 

to learn and share our fiber interests.  

*If you have study group news, please notify Ann Niemi 

Membership form on last 
page. Please print and 

mail to Shari Glaser  
WGK, Inc.  

           P.O. Box 2795,  
Kalamazoo, MI 49003-2795 

December WGK, Inc. Meeting is 
a potluck. Bring a dish to pass 
and your place setting. 
 

BYOB in an effort to reduce 
waste. Also, consider putting 
your name on your beverage 
container.   

mailto:karenvanderweele@gmail.com
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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo Spring Workshop 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

Sat & Sun, April 12 & 13, 2025 

 

Weaving Point Twill Workshop  

with Martha Town 
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MLH Zoom Monthly Lecture Series MLH Zoom Monthly Lecture Series 

Is color a thing you like to play with? 

https://ismy.blue/         Is My blue Your blue 

This is a link to  examine your perception of color. 

Check it out….. It’s fun!!!! 

https://i-love-hue.com/       I love Hue app 

If you are into games….. I love Hue App is available for your Tablet. 
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Weavers Guild of Kalamazoo  

General Meeting 
United Church of Christ Portage  

November 11, 2024 

Meeting opened by Sarah Grant Joriman at 7pm. 
Present: Members in Person: Guests: Members on Zoom:   

President: In honor of Veteran’s Day, Sarah recognized the service of all veterans. 
VP: Penny asked that several members please volunteer to stay at the end of the evening to help 
with the take down of heavy display tables. Penny announced the December meeting plans and 
encouraged guild members to bring an item for the silent auction (Handmade item, fibers, books) 
which will raise money to benefit the guild. It was decided to make the meeting a pot luck with 
members bringing dish to pass, beverage, and their own table setting. It will begin at 6:30pm. Nan-
cy Reile announced that for the silent auction, she will be bringing a donation of yarns from past 
guild member Betty Appeldoorn. 
Secretary: Bev thanked Ann Niemi for taking minutes at the October meeting. Susan moved to ap-
prove the October 14, 2024 meeting minutes, seconded by Paula Dunlap. Motion passed. Bev in-
troduced Dan Martin, Laurie Martin’s husband, who has offered to be the webmaster this 
year. Treasurer: Shari reported we now have 86 members. Shari reviewed the October financials. 
Bev Zalewski moved to approve the October statement, seconded by Kati Meek. Motion passed. 

Education: Karen VanderWeele reported there currently aren’t any demonstrations coming up. 
The following information was shared about each Study Group: 
Spinners on Wheels Karen reported they will meet at the Parkview Hills Clubhouse on Wednes-
day, November 20 from 10-2, bring a lunch. They are currently studying flax spinning. 

Spin2Weave information is in the Shuttle, contact Terri Feldt if interested. 
4 Harness Judith Jones reports they meet on the second Thursday of the month at 9am at the 
Parkview Hills Clubhouse and on Zoom. This year they are focusing on rag weaving. 

Little Looms Shari Glaser reports they choose flexible dates and times in person and on Zoom. 
They are focusing on recycling and repurposing. 

Warped Women (Beginners) Susan Boyce reports they will meet on November 18 and are work-
ing on kitchen towels. 

Multi Harness Nancy Reile reported they will meet on Zoom at 1pm Wednesday, November 20. 

MLH: Nancy Reile reported that the MLH annual conference and workshops will be held June 5-8, 

2025 at the Ralph MacMullen Conference Center in Higgins Lake. The registration begins Janu-

ary15, 2025 see the MLH website for the booklet. Also Cally Booker and Janet Phillips will be pre-

senting Zoom workshops in early 2025. 

Show and Tell: 

Karen VanderWeele showed a knit long stocking for the reenactment festivals she attends. Bev 
Zalewski showed two boundweave rugs from an October Sievers class on Washington Island, Wis-
consin. She and her husband took the class taught by Lynn Stracka Schuster. Lou Morgan showed 
an innovative pillow and a handsome tote bag woven from rags. Lou comes from a family of rag 
rug weavers.        (WGK, inc. General meeting minutes continue on page 8) 
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WGK, Inc.  General Meeting  11-11-24 continued 

Uta Turcotte showed several pieces including a lovely table runner woven in a pinwheel pattern. 
Sama Cunningham showed a beautiful hand knit Fair Isle scarf. 
The Business Meeting was closed at 7:35pm. Penny Marsh moved to close, Susan Rice second-
ed. A short break was taken. 

Introduction of Featured speaker (on Zoom): 7:45. Penny introduced fiber artist Martina Celerin 
of Bloomington, Indiana. 
Martina gave us a short biography of her life from Prague in the Czech Republic, to a refugee in 
SW Ontario, Canada, to a molecular geneticist at IU in Bloomington. She transitioned from Science 
to Art which was her passion. She weaves on a handmade nail loom which is a wooden frame. Her 
weaving incorporates objects, textures, shape, and needle felting. Her inspiration comes from na-
ture and the many collected /found objects that she uses including stones, beads, thrums, wood, 
and recycled fibers. Her wall art is an inventive 3D tapestry. 

The meeting concluded at 9pm. Respectfully Submitted, 

Bev Zalewski 

WGK, Inc., Secretary 

WGK, Inc. Board Meeting 
October 29, 2024 
Zoom 
Present: Sarah Grant Joriman, Penny Marsh, Shari Glaser, Bev Zalewski, Ann Niemi, Karen VanderWeele 

Meeting called to order at 3:10 

Shari thanked Penny for running the October general meeting. 
Ann moved to approve the September board minutes, Penny seconded, motion passed. 

Bev commented that the September meeting ran long with the featured speaker not finished by 9pm. She 
wondered if the business meeting could be shortened. Penny thought there is no problem with the length of 
the business meeting and feels study groups and “show & tell” are important discussions. The board decided 
that attention will be paid to the length of these discussions to cover reports yet also improve length of meet-
ing. 

Penny reported that 5 heavy display tables are difficult to put away at the end of the night. To facilitate clean 
up she would like volunteers or perhaps each round table could be assigned a clean up task. Penny is plan-
ning the December meeting, creating a flyer to encourage members to donate an item for the silent auction. 
She would like members to vote if the December meeting will be a pot luck. Perhaps Linda Innes could do a 
screen show of photos she has taken during the year. What time should we plan for starting in December? 
Should she should present a game she put together? 

MLH has posted the June 5-8, 2025 (Roscommon location) workshops, registration opens January 15. Also 
the MLH Zoom workshops offered by Janet Phillips and Cally Booker will be repeated in early 2025. 

Bev reported that the website hosted by WIX is continuing on the monthly payment plan at this time. Karen 
will send Bev an equipment rental form to add to the website. Ann will send Bev a current rental price list to 
add to the website. 

The next board meeting will be on Zoom on Tuesday, November 26 at 3pm. Meeting adjourned at 4:20. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bev Zalewski 

WGK, Inc. Secretary 
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WGK, Inc.  Board Meeting   10-29-24 continued 

 

 

Penny reported the February meeting will be a variety of little loom demonstrations. Karen would like to 
demonstrate nalbinding also. 
Penny also brought up the issue of nominations for next years board. She felt if she had 2 others helping her 
with the task it would be manageable. 

She is working on program ideas for 2025-26. Penny is asking for recommended topics for the 2025-26 pro-
grams. Karen suggested a workshop on weaving double width fabric. Penny is hoping several of our own 
guild members will be willing to be featured presenters. Discussion took place as to the fact that members 
have not been paid for a presentation in the past due to our non-profit status. They are allowed reimburse-
ment for supplies they must purchase to demonstrate a program. A dinner prior to the meeting will be offered 
to all speakers as a courtesy. Penny is looking over the MLH grants. 

Shari reported we now have 86 members! Shari did not have the October financials complete as it wasn’t the 
end of the month. She met with our insurance agent and was able to reduce our annual premium from $500 
to $375. There was an unnecessary clause to cover $17,000 of equipment at our monthly meeting which she 
omitted from the policy. 

MLH has posted the June 5-8, 2025 (Roscommon location) workshops, registration opens January 15. Also 
the MLH Zoom workshops offered by Janet Phillips and Cally Booker will be repeated in early 2025. 

Bev reported that the website hosted by WIX is continuing on the monthly payment plan at this time. Karen 
will send Bev an equipment rental form to add to the website. Ann will send Bev a current rental price list to 
add to the website. 

The next board meeting will be on Zoom on Tuesday, November 26 at 3pm. Meeting adjourned at 4:20. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bev Zalewski 

WGK, Inc. Secretary     

Bev Zalewski 



                                                                                         December  2024  Shuttle 

 

WGK, Inc. Board Meeting 
November 26, 2024 
Zoom Present: Sarah Grant Joriman, Penny Marsh, Shari Glaser, Bev Zalewski, Ann Niemi,  
Karen VanderWeele, Karen Lason, Kristi Chapman, Nancy Reile 
Meeting called to order at 3 pm 
 
Penny moved to approve the October board minutes, Ann seconded, motion passed. 
Sarah asked the board to consider switching the December board meeting date as it falls on New 
Years Eve.  Discussion followed and it was decided the board didn’t need to meet in Decem-
ber.  Our next board meeting will be on Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 3pm. 
 
Penny reported that the plan for the December general meeting is a potluck from 6:30-7:30 with a 
slide show running during that time and all items on display for silent bidding.  A business meeting 
including show and tell will begin at 7:30.  The bidding will end at 8:30 pm and payments will be col-
lected.  Penny said the plans for the January meeting (by Zoom only) will be for each member to 
give a 3 minute talk about their favorite resource for projects.  The resource could be a magazine or 
book, a yarn, a supplier, a YouTube video, etc.  Penny will serve as a moderator for the meet-
ing.  She will create a flyer about the January meeting.  An email will be sent to members with the 
flyer and the program Zoom link.  The board decided that a January Shuttle isn’t necessary.  
 
Penny brought up the idea for an October 2025 program.  She suggests we hold a sale on our reg-
ular meeting date, with the sale serving as the program.  All members will BRING IN items they 
would like to price and sell.  It can include weaving or spinning equipment, books, patterns, stash 
yarns, finished handwoven items.  The seller would keep the proceeds.  All salable items must be 
on site (no photos of items at home).  Ann pointed out that the meeting is to be only open to mem-
bers and guests and not to the general public. 
 
Kristi has a number of duplicate library books from the donations she has received from Martha 
Reeves, Lestra Hazel, and Diana Schneider.  She will bring the extra books to our December Silent 
Auction meeting (the proceeds go to the guild).  Each month library books are transported from the 
library to the meeting. There is a need for a cart to move books to car, from parking lot, to venue. 
Karen Lason will shop for a cart. 
 
Shari reported on the to-date November financials. Revenue is $217 including a workshop pay-
ment, book sales, and equipment rental fees.  Expenses are $559 including November speaker ex-
pense, annual website payment, and Arts Council membership.  We had no new members join in 
November. Shari recommends that Bev take the sign-in sheets home after each meeting to use in 
the secretary reports. 
 
Bev reported that Dan Martin is the new webmaster and he should be contacted with any infor-
mation for posting on the website.  Daniel.Martin@nhbp-nsn.gov.  

The Google account email that Sarah set up will be receiving the messages from “Contacts” on our 
website.  Sarah will keep watch for those.  We are now subscribed to Wix as the website host for 12 
months, which will save money vs the monthly fees we were paying. 
 
Nancy reported that registration opens on January 15 for MLH June 5-8, 2025 workshops.  Also 
registration for a Zoom Janet Phillips workshop opens December 1. 
 
Ann would like copy for the December Shuttle by December 1. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:47pm 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bev Zalewski,  WGK, Inc. Secretary 

mailto:Daniel.Martin@nhbp-nsn.gov
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The Handweavers Guild of America, Inc.'s (HGA) 
exciting new program for 2021, Textiles & Tea, takes place every Tuesday at 4 PM 
(ET). We've invited some of the most respected fiber artists in the field today to join us 
for an hour long conversation where we will discuss their artwork and their creative 
journey. Make a cup of your favorite tea and join us as we talk about fiber, creativity, 
inspiration, process and so much more. 

Connect with Textiles and Tea at www.weavespindye.org. look for Textiles and Tea 
link. You can also link to past  lectures on HGA’s website or thru  HGA’s Facebook  
page. 
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By HGA 
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